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PRESIDENT’ S REPORT 


In reviewing an inspiring anå RIS EAR year of cae by the 
Clinton Hill Neighborhood Council, it. not easy to select the most 
essential strands to we a em report. t was a yi 
growth and progress, new members joined our ranks, while every- 

e red ed his cfforts and unstintingly of that most precious 
com:o y- us all an annual repor a chance to tak 
sto of where we have been and where wo are . It is an opp - 
unity to analyze community and life. We till gh 
borhood in transition, and there are current some trends which demand 
our serious attention. They promise to o much k, all- 


t 
and explicit aim of maintaining a he eterogeneous community mene REDDES 
from every walk of life and every backgrounä can live peacably an 
happily together. 


rst let us give attention to Housing and Urban Renewal. The 
housing situation is Sy, Since decent homes and apartments at reason- 
able cost are on a to neighborhood stability. On the other hand 


U 
high rentals, pecli nt, &partments m and poor sanitary 
facilities erat: not a SE in sep community b an I-don't-care 

attitude. They breed not community spirit and cud but trans- 
be and defeat E It is ecd cap to defend and improve an area 


under such handicaps. 


That is why the , proposal, made in S bre e 1956, by the Newark 

Commission on shabilitation (NCNC. 

that a ie i area in Clinton Hill be desi ignated as Urban teak 
Th 7 


the project are well known to us now, having been reported fully in 
the local press and in our own pubis captors ® 


und the protect several splendid activities were develoned. One 
was a Ee nin S of block meetings on Scymour Avenue and Hedden Terrace 


Planning Committee, which has worked closely with Planning Office 
Robert C. Hoover and his associates while the plan was being Fibre i up. 
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One cannot over praise the cooperation of these officials. 

Another activity was the bus trip to Philadelphia on March 23, Led 
by Mr. Hoover and Jacob W, Feldman of the Council of Social pr red 
two busloads of Clinton Hillers, members of other community councils 
and city | officials spend E: day cting Pl lphia* hi tS 

n recreation., What we saw strength- 

ief in the power for good inherent in local efforts backed 
by city, sicko, and Federal assistance. Especially in recreation 
Philadelphia done some marvelo trip received prominent 
i i he Newark Star Ledger, and the New Jersey 
(And, in Time Magazine, October 21, we were mentione 


Afro-American 
as well 
second annual South Side High School Confer- 


at our wonderful 
her advanced, Mr 


this up has 
ound for residents of many blocks to discuss mutual K cns 


and experiences, 
rban Renewal project received a boost last May dm the Mayor 
the R 


ng a 
150 feet wide, which a supermarket wish chase in e sumi 
of 1956. a hearing before t S: E e presented petitions 
with 1400 signatures requesting t the ge e request fo 
variance be deni a that the ity eei the site for park and 
yithdrew its . 


recreational use. The superma-ket 

repeated inguiries from our officers 

on was imminent, cum with 

a leti r from the 
y 


er the Mayor's announcement, 
information that site 'acquisiti 
recently as last December 9 


Mayor stated that the property would be 

0 t is writing the property is still vat 
Continuing and powerful pressure ma he ly guarantee that this 
vital property be taken over by the city as the heart and of th 
Urban Reneval project. De can be disastrous, because wh 

details are presumably being ironed out, an entire neighborhood is 
being menaced by blight and overcrowding. 

giv 


T in 1957 we were assured by the NCNCR B. vBighest 
ev with the 


Ver 
to the Clinton Hill Tes application 


priority” 

ment, we run the ris W erged. 
35,000 residents of Clinton Hill as 

fO others E ut the country M OE ive e 


S On every level. enar 
the llth New Jersey OE brought 
RO followed up in a stateme i 

rs from individuals and other acerca 


ed groups can do much to awaken our representatives. 
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Discussed later on by others are the possibilities and advantages - 

, even MEE - of middle income and cooperative housing in 
Clinton Hill. Here we may learn from the program of the Chelsea Com- 
munity Council in New. York which is moving in the same direction. 


To conclude the section on housing, I wish to deal with the problem 
of enforcement. Our council endorsed the recently passed amendments 
to the city's housing code, designed to e iminate S and 
other blight breeders. In addition, there are Ron the books many por 
inances relating to health, fire, an sanitati 
forcement of these ordinances is la, agging far behind the rate at inich 


violations are growing. Illegal rooming houses are still in ist- 
ea nereasing, despite the successful fight in the S i 
Court in 1956 by Olga Russell and the Shanley Avenue Civic Association., 


defendents in that case, ha een asked close, There may t 
shortage of building inspec b e bottleneck i 
office of the Chief Building Inspector. Whatever the reason, despite 


a 
to act here strikes a serious blow at community morale 


econd area of council activity was recreation. Th amazing 


success of the Halloween Parade was describ y Timothy O'B n 
recreation commi e chairman, in the ember "Neighborhood News." 
Another comment will be found later in the port. 

that the p -committee, headed by the Rev. . , 
and 1 others who helped, learned valuable lessons from this first 
venture. S continuation in - and an early start in planning - 


Seem to be generally approved. 


recreation committee also EDO o a conference 22 “Youth 
the 


intensive use of existing 
ma nd a dozen insti 
Hill responded to a 


The cuestion, "Why ca 
parts of Ne wark?" deserves to be asked of every candidate for public 
office in the May elections 


hird we should mention the work of the Associated cU Coun- 


cils of Newark, wh ery existence may be unsuspe em- 
bers, Alroady there are ten community counciis in Newark OE 
to this coordinating, mational-exchange organi ne 

r: to Philadelphia was partially p fo. the Associated gr 


up. 
When there are neighborhood problems which have city-wide Bri rione 
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require Poor don action, we can bring Rm to the Associated 
Coamunity Councils. The non-profit, inter-grou and non-partisan 
nature of Es Associated. uror Teile cts our EA principles. As 
a the Council of Social € 


is way the 
full significance of Red Feather can be DE CH EUROS each household. 


We come next to the fourth iten, that of public safety. e 
n increase in he number of house entries, purse snatchings, 
d Hill within the pa si i 0 


e e anc West Runyon Stred was 
closing oe T four thefts, three of them si 
E " h 


e of hangouts and poor lighti 
of walki | on the sidev walks e. 


Di 
, but unless crimes and 
nnoyances decline its reputation can cha 


perenne between eight council a ce and the Police Director 
on No er 22 brought assurances of co ation, seb 1 complaints 
were vn te a handled; however, inofWioHto Foot Mius to 


e problem of trutk parking overnight on residential streets is 


arking coim in the e ty. T 
er is currently being studie in connection with park: 
ne no with relief the appes signs regulating metered park- 

ing on Clinton Avenue. How slowly the mills grind! I. 956 the 
proposed meters verc announced n ummer o they were 
erected. Th: months later white lines were pai Now, seven 
months later, the e finally up. onders how much trade 
has bee ost by local merchants because th rking problem o 
Clinton Avenue, 


g n 
ut now we have them; let them be enforced, ana let 
the city derive its much needed revenue from them, 


close the aogier of E 


a Se ety, we cite the ue of 
auline von Busch cheirmen, in 


and other ind - 
Th 10130me gathering 
iny other town S, nee he Madiscn Avenue School ias 
effect: vel handled i y the authorities. ‘There CD however, 
in d program of the schools in Clinton Rill 
erstar 


mote 
ing among youngsters from widely differing S 


abe 


fth comes education. Overcrowding in housing produces over- 
crowding in Classrooms, as one member dis the n An 
i i nsettle a fanily as cuickly as 


Thirty-five and forty pupil 
any teacher to do justice to the individual anid. Also, anti- 
no cafeterias) is depriving 
i th 16. benefits of yc bem educati ona 
i ool yards tiny or ill eouipped are 
rarely rallying points for local youths. The most devoted efforts of 
i i ent eee predam into & narrow, in- 


hospitable school recreational conte 


ent recreational conference showed that cooperation between 


e ucational problems in their many S 
deserve E e attention from our counci 


alth and sanitation is sixth, The He and ge committee succeed- 


r n 
i the curb, where rubbish accumulates giving 


rise to unpleasant odors and unhealthy conditions, A suggestion Ey 
tal i 


t and S. committee to the Mayor 
the-street pa: ng begin o veral streets in the G has 
een forvarded by him the the Sanitation Division. a uld express 


a contuned interest in this until the program is actua 


Se nuisances from honking taxis and morning picker-ups aiso 
need attention, In the summertime, repeated and overlylong parties 
and playi of musical instruments can also be detrimental to 
These things geram Sections 19.1 and 19,2 of the 
ty Code and should be alleviate 


,Qutst tanding examples of what self-help can do are the two tay 


Next is uncil qp cu and organization. The year 1957 saw 
our ue pio double an number of institutions joining vith 
u crease, We are, ede cdi ert only beginning to build the kind 
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o of support we need to be truly effective, such growth the form- 
ation of new block branches is indispensable, Tu ugh 


neighbors meet to discuss and solve mutual problems of communi 
betterment,  Theg,through elected leaders and delegates to the Exec- 
utive ard they bring the viewpoints so vital formulation of 
a sound overall council ey. east 50% of o embe ha 
joined through the branches, To reach members where no branches now 
exi area-wide me ngs should be arranged. se members can be- 
come the nuclei, working with the Block i E commi ©, st- 
ablish the council where it does not now reach. 


ople from adjacent 
blocks should be invited to branch meetings to des Rev they operate, 
Some blocks have already begun to do th 


m influx of new talents and the diversity of the eeu inter- 
ests and activities led, after preliminary circulation of a 


e 
meetings, simpli fication of elect tions, pum of a quorum, the filling 
of vacancies, and the of à 


e new constitution sets up committees whose effective unon ning 
will do much 


to implement our aims and purposes. More members will 
8 thus be involved in i 


he various aspect of zoning, housing, and urban 


e Liaison Planning UD E EpL past 
r have received a liberal education in rhood 


T EY adde &nd some suggestions as to their Scope and activities 
are as follow 


l. rogram; schedule general council meetings and affai H 
plan n Side Conference; help block branches plan their proi Len: 
ure speakers, films, and materials; work with Halloween sub-com- 


Public A Study proposed or pending legislation o. 
eral level where it affects Clinton Hill; slate 
forums and non-partisan c cuestionnaires 


C 
ded up under new constitution to su 


rovoment; contact with U.N, Day nre and other city 
groups holding pei s in harmony with our 


own aims 
3. Health and Sanitation: Handle complaints Sure) to it by 
e i9ck branches; press for i t i ms 1 
Sui?et sweeping i 


belies noise nuisances; 


urve ^ d for 
and day amen in Clinton Hill; 
for council blood bank, 


g, 
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lh. 

gular issuance, perhaps in printed form ; advise with an 
pedem block Pie E E and leaflets 
up Mailing sub-committee; 


ee Recruit staff for "Neighborhood bh " plan 
he ip 


; issue press releases; set 
develop new kinds of council S 


5. Planning and Liaison: Keep contact with City Plannin, 
Division and NCNCR on progress of Urban Renew. 
Lo 


application; p 
for acquisition of Orphanage site; ve with block branches land 
e surveys with local ccllege and i stitutio help; fo 
possib ty of master plan for Cli n 21 


f mombers of co il on topics waiated 


to city planning, community conservati on and E T 


Budget and Finance: Draw up annual council budget; set up 
AeA sub-comaittee to collect dues, mail ti 


ces renewal; 

Se fu r Special projects such as ' council headquarters in a 
Store fron eep -to-date f of members; visit and enlist in- 
stitutional leadership not yet ied t 


i. o council; prepare quarte rly 
atements and annual financial report, with c i 


7. Education: Strengthen PTA-council relations; examine 
feasibility of GHD survey of school needs; have a representative at 
1 u i CB) y integration patte wel- 

come new school officials appointed to local posts; der and 
exchange information with other non-partisan civic groups interested 
in better schools 


jelfare and Welcome: Develop welcoming procedure for new 


(pare pamphlet on rights and responsib- 
ilities of new neighbors, giving background of Clinton Hil o 
the council, location of institutions and public facilities, shoppi 

nd comuercial centers; Know which resources to cal pon in event 
y is b ut or a water main bursts; decide feasibility and 
desirability of settin, p counc headquarters, op ay and even- 
ing, staffed by volunteers, where member d residents could oom 
r gal assistance, chat, or just bo make Wu 
possibility of council rted round registration 
campaign for non-voters; 


“publicize save paper a other drive 


Block Organizing: Expand the number of block branches; 
nurture new or weak branches; develop literature for leaders of new 
branches; locate interested ple on new blocks; explore new con- 
tacts throuzh institutional resources. 


10. Zoning: Submit to proper authorities reported zoning viol- 
n8; receive notices of applications for variances, determining 
which might be detrimental to area; have presentatives when needed 
ard of Adjustment mee gS; educate new homeo rs on zoni 
codes; press for upgrading of poorly zon eas in conjunction with 
land use surve 


ys and master plan; push strict e Oron ent of zoning 
20de8; hold 1 ions) meetings on importance of z 

ll. using: Survey and publicize misuses and violations of 
vroper R < facilities nsor 
cleanup drives (with He and S, committee); Study and m ake ae Sone n= 
dations on middle dücones and cooperative housing for Clinton Hill 
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S up liaison and representation on NCYCR and other groups plc 


of council action to help end racial designations in real estate adver- 
tising; study means of opening other areas of city on non-discrimin- 
atory basis in rental housing. 


12, Recreation: Swimuing pool; low up recone niet ORE of 
Recreation Conference (December 24 daal _ build inter-group an 
t instituti i ctivate Halioween 


Parade sub-committee; publicize yor ers center program in pu 
Schools; liaison vith Weecushio Comaunity Council for park aA 


ment; Ld study and possible action on "tot lots" on vacant city 
owned la 

Block Steering: Block leaders meet to exchange ideas 
mutual ons; ange inter-block functions; establish block 


in i ificat “oO 
VOLENS Committee cat's Speakers,contacts; discuss means of insur- 
ing satisfactory block program in harmony with overall council object- 


even a cursory glance will disclose, even as the block 


branches are the backbone and nerve centers of the council, S B 
committeefare the muscles and sinews; and t| institutions 
likened to t a a. egs for the priceless moral ci Bar dg and 


material support which they provide 


In closing this first annual repa one realizes that we are 
looking openly into a many-sided situation, and courage will be 
necessary, and frankness, too. ove a 1 let us keep pointed comer 

he goals which drew us together and the spirit which has kept wu 

ed. We shall grow if our euros remains unite a WE an, 
inter-group, non-profit body o all residents who subscribe to 
our aims, This will help ES that we use our strength in the 
most effeotive manner, 


Stanley B. Winters, Presiden 
Clinton Hill Neighborhood ae 


i S by city officials, on their ovn time, 
One may particularly cite the staff of the 
i on Group Relations and members of the Planning 
Division of the City of Newark.) 


"The Year in Review" 


ADDITIONAL COMMENTS 


e large number Es capable, dedicated, and community-minded 
p ns who ha arily assumed positions of leadership in 
the Clinton Hill Notehbortood Council is for me the most signifi- 
t he past year's LC it is significant be- 
cause it means that these persons bel 
A hi nity can nee naintained and improved as a 
desirable place in which 
2) that the council is miel itself to be a vigorous force 
for community betterment; and 
3) that there are pressing community problems which require 
united action. 


L L 
t akes are high. Overcrowding in "pasing lre- 
sulting ed S ng in classrooms, parkin 
ng, ming house profiteering are pasic ibaie. to our 
pte oy | There is an increasingly clear pai for leadership. 
It is thrilling to see that call being answer 


The Rev. Stanley J. Hallett 
Vice-President, CHNO 


of the most serious problems I think we hav 
us: 


in our 
S orood is housin ere are many people iang in tin 
quarters. ee e are payne | up houses putting 2 and 3 families 
on a floor, all using th path and kitchen, where there sed 


to be only one. I think tha o fu ought to look into that 


In one house on our blook there is an elderly woman on a third 
floor with only one exit. The um wee a Ed there the other day. 
If she had been e d r8 she w e been burnt to death. The 


rents these pon pep pay are Sy y - T aos = $35 a week. For that 
money they should do etter. 


Also, we need a park up here, an outlet for the children. 
Weequahic Park is a long way oft anā the children have no place 
to play 


(Mrs.) Mary Robinson, Chairman 
Peshine Avenue Branch, CENG 


5. One of the main questions I would like the council to work on 
this year is that of activity in the block branches, I would 
like to see a way of keeping branches active and together on other 

than a problem or crisis basis. Perhaps with executive sosietance 

we can develop special programs for each bloc 


ey Lee Bailey, Secreta 
arley Avenue Branoh, GHG 


4, 
e 


Years of 


Newark 


hope 


I 
of the duplex type. 
pects he suburban living to the advantages of the city. 
S & goo 


or a simil 


place “in which to liv 


oe 


like all cities is facing the problem of obsolescence. 
f we are to retain the 


neglect are taking their to 
income groun so essential to the S and intellectual 


believe ve in the C ddle 
for greenery and recreation 


that these will include garden apartments, preferably 

We must try to add some of the pleasant as- 

ar program is possible, Newark can survive a 
Dr. Alfred E. Finn, Corres. Sec'y. 
CENG 


a proposal for an anti-disorimination ordinance for 


5. 
the Lr M Nevark: 


oming houses at ex- 


A fundamental cause of overcrowding in 
horbitant rentals to Negro ther minority peoples is the 
xistence of blatant discrimination against these people in pri- 


vate multiple dwellings. 
Overcrowding in Olinton Hill has inpe eriled 
1) The EAE oe eui. 


MI 


us 


ul 


hus, 
acter of Clinton Hill, 


The quality of the public sch chools. 
Plac r High was designed to relieve pressu: 
Overcrowded conditions have Be a to 
cause a Lr, diaz al to larger olasses in spite of the 
junior high 
Urban redevelopment. Granting urban renewal to our area 
has been the result of the relatively high residential 
character of Clinton Hill. ne 

ed some residential 


streets (Peshine, Seymo . 
et area, will be important in 
UAR DUE the future of the pro 
ue violation of zoning laws, espe- 
nase I bloc exists. 
nomic hardships are pe upon 
eas becaus 


cially in Glass II an 


Health and Sanitation. Evidence is piling up 
garbage collection vith large residues being 


in the streets. This is 
areas, because of the tremendous number of people per 


in connection with preservation of the integrated char- 
d preventing it from RU. i 2 aTe ripheral 
to 


other sections of the city must be open 


segregated area, 
Negroes being displaced by the Central Ward SOS uan Projeot. 
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Negroes must be able to rent decent a artments at reasonable rates 
anywhere in the city. One way of implementing an ordinance pro 
hibiting discrimination in private housing vould be. to set up a 
board to hear complaints, to mediate, and to arbitrate. 


Stanley Aronowitz, Vice-Chairman 
Peshine Avenue Branch, CHNG 


One of the nost beige activities of the council in 1957 
Was the Halloween Parad The activities involved in organizin ng 
the parade as well as the parade itself m g t deserve to be called 
the most inportant council activity of 1958» 


the first place, a large number of people were brought 
together through a happy, pleasant experience, one that was free 
from the stra: 4n of work and that called for no expressions of 


e unpeasantries of past years seemed POE 
toward "- storekeepers. 


omparison of the appearance and SR DUE of 1957 around 
Halloween with those of previous years provides unquestionable 
root that organized youth activities are t very basic need in 
pintan Hill. 


(Miss) Olga M. Russell 
Vice-President, CHNO 


«LR 
TREASURER'S RZPORT 


and Deposits Expenses ard Withdrawals 
E. donations, special (Stanips, Stationery, special 
s /parade, bus trip/) events, school rentals) 
March 31, 1957 9» v4 $327. 00 uen 35 22»; . e e o o 1212,81 
June 30, Ec n M 0.00 e 30, ee . 282,21 
September o 1957 o e. lie. 00 Mes mber 30° 1957 s. o 112,10 
December 31, 1957 . . e 300.00 December 31, 1957 . « « 221.19 
Total income 1957 $863.00 Total expenses $838.31 
Recapitulation 
2b 63 Balance on December 31, 1956 
69 Difference or gain 
TG New balance November E 1957 
as of December 31, 
863.00 Income for 1957 
838.31 Expenses for 1957 
24.09 Gain for year 
Halloween Parade 
Income (contributions) Expenses 
$166.00. o osseo Gifts, prizes, candies, 
tricks "S Treats . . . $137.89 
School ren ay oe 25. 
r i gti toys” so + 229890 
Insurance &- «à 15.00 
Pristine 2 4245543545 Qe 
Total Income 166.00 Total Expenses 205 Ab 


Loss on parade: $39.44 
(A detailed breakdown of deposits and expenditures is available.) 


Dr. Abraham A, Do 
Treasurer, C.H.N.C 


